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WHAT IS PROJEKT ZUKUNFT?
Projekt Zukunft – an initiative of the Senate Depart-
ment for Economic Affairs, Technology and Re-
search – supports the key sectors of the digital and 
creative industries. As a link between business, sci-
ence and politics, Projekt Zukunft works on improv-
ing general conditions and strengthening the inno-
vative capacity and competitiveness of Berlin-based 
companies. Its guiding principle is for Berlin to be a 
creative, innovative and digital metropolis with an 
international impact.

WHAT DOES PROJEKT ZUKUNFT DO?
Projekt Zukunft works out strategies for Berlin as a 
location, develops new funding instruments and coor-
dinates the parties involved. Through networks, con-
ferences, workshops and platforms, Projekt Zukunft 
organises an exchange with companies: among each 
other and on an interdisciplinary and worldwide  
basis. Cross-industry cooperations (cross-innovation) 
are stimulated with funding competitions. Major 
business-related events such as  Berlin Fashion Week, 
Berlin Web Week and Berlin Art Week offer the par-
ticipants an international stage. With studies, reports, 
newsletters and campaigns, Projekt Zukunft provides 
information on current  developments in the sectors. 
Projekt Zukunft has received several awards for  
its work.

VIBRANT – AMBITIOUS – INTERNATIONAL
There is a very diverse creative industries scene which is extremely 
important for Berlin, including the fields of music, media, fashion 
and design, the art market, the gaming industry and publishing. 
The creative industries have become a significant economic factor 
with great future potential, with an impact and  appeal that go far 
beyond the city’s boundaries. Berlin’s creatives have formed a spe-
cial, new, unpredictable atmosphere. They  design innovations in 
adjacent industries; they develop the business models, work forms 
and communication platforms of the future. Berlin has been part 
of the worldwide UNESCO Creative Cities Network since 2006 and 
designated as a “City of Design”.

INNOVATIVE – EFFICIENT – NETWORKED
Berlin is a leading location in Europe’s digital industry, with 
 dynamic startups, innovative SMEs and globally established 
players. The ICT industry is growing at an above-average rate. 
For a good reason: The high-quality research landscape, the 
open innovation culture, the large number of qualified employ-
ees and the rich cultural scene are strong drivers in the capital. 
Around 100 laboratories, incubators and co-working spaces al-
low scope for experimentation. Broadband supply is universally 
good; so is the availability of Wi-Fi and the mobile telephone 
infrastructure with state-of-the-art LTE technology. In the field 
of telecommunications, Berlin is a recognised reference and 
test market. 

FORWARD-LOOKING – STIMULATING – EXCITING
The competition series “Berlin – Made to Create” provides the 
digital and creative industries with additional stimuli and 
strengthens the innovative capacity of the capital city region. 
Berlin wants to find and fund the best ideas and concepts in a 
transparent process. Exciting results have emerged from compe-
titions such as “Design & Healthcare”, “BeWireless” (wireless 
applications), “Geolabs-Geo|Apps” (location-based services), 
“creative r@dio contest” (web radio formats) and “Start Your 
Fashion Business”. More are to follow.

With these competitions and events, Projekt Zukunft stimulates 
dialogue and interdisciplinary exchange, as well as industry and 
research cooperations. Optimal networking is made possible by 
the creative weeks established by Projekt Zukunft – such as 
Fashion Week, Music Week, Art Week, Web Week – and the 
 numerous grassroot events, hackathons, pitchings and interna-
tional conferences. Projekt Zukunft is the founder and member 
of various networks in Berlin, Europe and worldwide, and ex-
changes views and experiences with its partners on best practice 
models and offers extensive cooperation opportunities.

STRATEGIC – TARGETED – EFFECTIVE
Berlin offers an investment-friendly climate as well as attractive 
financing and funding. These range from microcredit to invest-
ments through VC funds into the millions, and from coaching to 
support in the recruitment of skilled workers and international 
trade fair presentations. 

Funding for the ICT, media and creative industries is a strate-
gic component of Berlin’s economic policy. The spectrum  
is highly varied: The platform crowdfunding-berlin.com pre-
sents current crowdfunding and crowdinvesting projects from 
 Berlin. The Design Transfer Bonus strengthens design skills in 
technology-oriented companies. The innovation programme 
ProFIT funds innovative projects and helps very young start-
ups to set up their businesses. Coaching BONUS supports busi-
ness management consulting. The Joint Initiative for the Im-
provement of Regional Economic Structure (GRW) subsidises 
co operation networks and investment and infrastructure  
projects.

Projekt Zukunft has initiated many of these funding measures 
and adapted them specifically to the needs of the industries. And 
they have done this successfully. In the first half of 2013 alone, 
almost 41 million euros were granted for companies in the ICT, 
media and creative industries; this represented 29% of the total 
economic development resources (source: IBB).

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES IN BERLIN
Fashion Week, creative laboratories or Holzmarkt – Berlin’s 
transformation into a Mecca for young and established creatives 
is progressing steadily. Berlin offers scope for experimentation 
and opportunities for interdisciplinary exchange, thereby culti-
vating trends at new interfaces, such as smart clothes, music 
tech, fab labs, 3D printing, do it yourself (DIY), gamification, and 
design thinking. At the same time, Berlin is the No. 1 film loca-
tion with international productions, home to the most radio 
 stations,  is the music capital with technological know-how and 
a leading event location. Events include the Berlinale, IFA, 
 re:publica, droidcon and International Games Week. The portal 
creative-city-berlin.de initiated by Projekt Zukunft informs crea-
tives and the cultural community about events, funding oppor-
tunities, further training, jobs and local contacts.

DIGITAL ECONOMY IN BERLIN
The ICT industry provides pioneering impulses. The focus here 
lies on the areas of software engineering and mobility, cloud 
computing, security, digital business, open IT, geo-informa-
tion, telecommunications and broadcast technology, as well as 
customer services. When it comes to the provision of open 
data, Berlin is Germany’s trailblazer. Berlin offers additional 
expertise in big data and Industry 4.0. Promising solutions are 
emerging for the digitisation of health care (e-health), trans-
port (e-logistics) and energy management (smart energy). 
 Together, Projekt Zukunft and its partners create the con-
ditions required for innovative pilot projects and reference 
 applications. The marketing campaign “log in. berlin.” initiated 
by Projekt Zukunft transports the excellent reputation of the 
ICT industry all over the world.

FIELDS OF ACTIVITY

• Broadband 
• E-government 
• Internet 
• Security with IT 
• Open IT 
• Mobile solutions

FIELDS OF ACTIVITY

• Book and press market
• Design
• Film/radio
• Games
• Art market
• Fashion
• Music
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DIGITAL ECONOMY AND CREATIVE INDUSTRIES IN  
THE STARTUP METROPOLIS BERLIN
Information and communication technologies (ICT) are the key to 
competitive industries, high-quality jobs, optimal living and working 
conditions, and efficient administrations. Progressive digitisation 
will shape business and society even more in the future. With their 
great thematic breadth, the creative industries are among the most 
important initiators of new solutions. Due to the close interlinking 
of the areas ICT and creative industries in Berlin, the capital is the 
ideal breeding ground for innovation. Besides media companies, 
publishers, design offices and advertising agencies, the main drivers 
of economic development are software firms and startups. There 
are currently 302,000 people working at about 38,000 companies in 
the Cluster ICT, Media and Creative Industries, with annual sales 
amounting to 30.9 billion euros (as at 2012/2013).

This puts Berlin on a stable course for growth and makes it 
 Germany’s leading city for startups. Every year, nearly 2,000 
businesses are founded in Berlin in the ICT, media and creative 
industries (as at 2012). The capital is distinguished by its techno-
logical flair, creativity and innovative strength. More and more 
renowned companies from abroad are opening their doors in the 
city on the Spree, where they find excellent conditions, tight-
meshed networks, international industry get-togethers and 
highly qualified staff. Projekt Zukunft has played a key role in 
shaping and advancing this development.

Cluster development
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Award for Projekt Zukunft’s excellent cluster  
management: Bronze Label of the European 
Cluster Excellence Initiative (ECEI)
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